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The present bi-annual 60 page 
special issue presents the country’s 
latest economic performance and 
prospects based on the analysis 
of  current data from Cambodia 
Economin Watch.

Despite the exports of  some agricultural products, especially 
paddy, to international markets, available data for 2009 reveal 
that the global crisis seems to have had no effect on the agricultural 
sector. Cultivated area was slightly increased, demand for agricul-
tural product remains high in the international market, and local 
livestock production keeps increasing. However, the agricultural 
sector is natural resource-based and depends largely on rainfall. 

As 2009 has been another rainy year, followed equally wet 
years in last four years; the total agricultural sector growth is ex-
pected to increase 3.5 percent growth in 2009, down from 5.7 
percent in 2008, as prices of  agro-inputs increased remarkably, 
especially price of  imported fertilizer. (page 18)
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The Economics Today magazine team would like 
to thank the Economic Institute of  Cambodia 
for its contribution to make the publication 

of  this special issue possible.

Updated labor force data is ex-
pected with the release of  findings 
from the Cambodia Socio Econom-
ic Survey (CSES) of  2007. The 
2004 CSES pegged the total labor 
force at about 7.5 million, or 56 
percent of  the total population, with 
an approximated 0.2 million people 
entering the labor market every year. Based on these figures, Cambo-
dia’s total labor force was an estimated 8.6 million in 2008 and is 
likely to reach about 8.8 million in 2009, of  which about 20 percent 
are under 18 years 2004-2007. Thus, the rate would have included 
the under-employed, especially in the agricultural sector. (page 30)
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Industry
Unlike agriculture, some industrial 

sectors, especially garments and construc-
tion, are closely tied to external markets 
and investors, so the industry sector ex-
perienced negative growth in 2009 on the 
back of  declines in target markets and 
more cautious investors. 

Garment exports and construction ac-
tivities both posted significant declines, while 
other industrial activities are growing at a 
slower pace. The industrial sector contracted 
by 8.3 percent in 2009, down from 4 per-
cent positive growth in 2008. (page 22)

Services
The service sector was in 2009 affected 

by the global crisis, especially the tourism 
sector, because of  a decline in real global 
as well as local revenue. But, based on cur-
rent available updated data, it’s unlikely 
to post as alarming a negative growth rate 
as that of  industrial sector. A negative 
growth rate is expected for trade activi-
ties and a significant slow down expected 
in the tourism, transport and other service 
sectors. (page 27)
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